

Step 4: Brainstorming Potential Thesis
Directions: On a separate piece of paper, create a brainstorm that will help you organize and prove your thesis.  In the center of your paper, write the criteria for your topic.  Then, use the examples from Step One to organize your brainstorm.  Since this is a brainstorm, you only need to write the first several words of each example, using parenthetical citation (author’s last name and page number) of course.

Next, for each example in the brainstorm, write a one sentence explanation of how the example supports and proves the criteria of your potential thesis.  Here is a brief example of how to do this. Note: this is a partial example! 
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Drafting and Writing Your Thesis.  Now that you’ve completed the brainstorming process, draft a thesis statement by doing what good writers do—download it from the Internet—just kidding.  As we all know, good writers have a clear thesis statement that will be proved in the body of supporting paragraphs.

      Here are some tips on how to create your thesis:

1. Look over any prewriting notes, brainstorms, outlines, quick-writes, purposeful daydreams, etc. 
2. Establish criteria for your judgment and narrow it down to no more than the three for which you have the most examples.  Avoid having it read like a list.
3.  Express the main idea for your essay in one sentence. If you get stuck, write the phrase “In this essay, I’ll be writing about the following three things…” Then, cross it out and begin your revisions. 

4. Revise your sentence until it controls your overall interpretation for your essay's topic. 

5.  For an argumentative thesis, try the following format:  “Despite A, B is true because of C/D.”

6. Avoid phrases such as: 
In this paper I will discuss 

This essay will be about

The three reasons why
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This writing assignment meets the following English Language Arts Standards:  Writing Strategies-- Organization and Focus Standards 1.1, 1.2, 1.3.  1.4 and 1.5;  Writing Applications Standards 2.3, 2.5, and 2.6)


